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Navy chaplain Lt. Gordon James Klingenschmitt ended his 18-day fast yesterday by taking
Communion in front of the White House. He won the right to use Jesus' name in public prayer.

hunger strike.

Chaplain ends :I.8-day fast

Claims victory
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Jesus’ name
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A Navy chaplain ended an 18-
day fast outside the White House
yesterday, proclaiming victory
in his bid to use Jesus’ name
when praying in public.

“The Navy has finally given
me back my uniform let me
pray publicly in Jesus' name"
said Lt. Gordon James Klmgeu-
schmitt. He said his supervisor,
Capt. Lloyd Pyle, told Imn]?nday
that he can now
prayers while u.nlg:’;:ed.
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his fast by eating C i
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a prayer in front of the White

Coalition and Navy chaplain L'jolu(Ilngenschrnm yesterday delivered

come widespread among Navy
chaplains since the late 1990s.
Two lawsuits were filed in 1999
and 2000 against the Navy by 50
Christian ch stating the

bread, he led about 40 followers

The hunger strike was in-
tended to persuade President
Bush to issue an executive order
allowing military chaplains to
pray according to their individ-
ual faith traditions. The Ameri-
can Center for Law and Justice
has gathered 173,000 signatures

Joined
quest by mdmga}emrmme
president.

“Tbday is the first step, and we
havea}mgwangobernm we
have rl:hslous liberty in the
Navy” Lt. Klingenschmitt said.

He also said the issue has be-

“Most of those chnplams are
no longer in the Navy, saying
they could not get promoted and
they're out on the street now
without jobs, because they
prayed and preached the wrong
way when the gwemment was
trying to censor their {:
and sermons,” Lt. Klingen-

itt said.

Du the summer of 2004,
he preached an evangelistic ser-
mon while aboard the USS Anzio
at the funeral of a Catholic sailor
ina bascchqvel After being cen-
sured he

feared losing his job and military
Iwus g:l doubts further ac-

IhatlheNavy
unwanted attention he has
brought to the issue.

“For nine months, they were
telling me I'd be kicked out, but
as soon I declared my fast, I was
on national TV the next day,
the day after that they gave me
a brand -new, three-year con-

r.mct
maintains that chap-
Ia.ms are to pray in the
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The chaplain said he initially

so for

Lt. William Marks, a Navy
spokesman, said yesterday there
never were restrictions
Lt. Kli hmitt and he is not

sure why the chaplain consid-
ered himself victorious.

“The policy hasn’t changed,”
he said. ‘That‘s the way it’s al-
ways been.”

Lt. Marks also said the chap-
lain was reprimanded for the
2004 sermon because the ser-
mon'’s content was “inappropri-
ate” for a funeral, not because he
mentioned Jesus.

“There are almost 1,000 chap-
lains, and we cannot find one
with the same problems he has
had,” he said.

N'avy officials also said Lt.

tt has not been for-
, and there are no
plans to take him off active duty.




